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Viking. 


White, Man Called White. 
Oct. 382p. $3.75. 


Here excellent book that should prominently 
placed every library, school and community. And ex- 
cellent the word for this autobiographical account his 
and work man who has devoted his life better 
understanding between the white and colored citizens 
the United States. temperate, thoughtful, stimulating 
and inspiring; and makes continually interesting reading. 


There is, almost naturally, seed antipathy between 
members different races, there between members 
diferent nations who speak different languages. an- 
tipathy which rooted suspicion and fear anything 
and anyone “different” strange. But the United 
States, that antipathy has been unnaturally aggravated 
two hundred years slavery; two hundred years injus- 
tice, socially, politically, economically. The Emancipation 
Proclamation not yet one hundred years old, and the 
passage time has not, seems, been sufficient erase 
old prejudices, wipe out the artificial differences that were 
less, this democratic country, “conceived liberty and 
dedicated the proposition that all men are created 
equal” before God. And painful have admit 
that there still exists, not only the Southern States, but 
the Northern States latent distrust, even hatred, 
between citizens differing color. Yet have lived to- 
gether long enough know that there little difference 
except color; that, given equal opportunity, negro and 
white are capable the same virtues and vices, successes 
and failures. The difficulty, course, has been the re- 
with which equal opportunity accorded 
those our fellow citizens, (children the same Father 


Who Heaven), who are descendants those who 
were unjustly enslaved. Mr. White, who ironically enough 
enough pass for “white man” but actually 
“black,” that negro ancestry, has devoted his life 
promoting better understanding between the races, fur- 
thering the equal opportunity for his colored fellow-citi- 
zens which their birthright under the Constitution 
these United States. 

Walter White’s skin white, his eyes are blue, his hair 
blond. could have “passed” for white, and avoided 
the continual unpleasantnesses which has been sub- 
jected people who vent their unreasonable prejudices 
against Negroes his hearing, and must, shamefacedly, 
express chagrin with the explanation: thought you 
were white.” has been connected with the NAACP, 
the National Association for the Advancement Colored 
People, since 1918, and has been prominent every major 
undertaking that Association during these years, the de- 
fense the nine “Scottsboro Boys”; investigation the 
Detroit and New York race riots 1941 and 1942; the 
litigation for educational rights Texas, Oklahoma, 
North Carolina, and elsewhere; investigation discrim- 
inatory treatment negro soldiers during World War II; 
and the tragic case veteran Isaac Woodard. 
has written two novels, and many articles. His life 
inspiring its unselfish devotion sense duty which 
instilled him his exemplary father, who told 


“Your mother and have given you the best education 
could afford, and good Christian home training. 
Fortunately, better than most colored children have 
had. Now your duty pass what you have 
been given helping others less fortunate get 
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| 
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chance life. don’t want see you away. 
miss you. But remember always, God will using 
your heart and brains His will. mis- 
understood and criticized when you fight difficult 
battle that created the race problem. But decide, 
with the help God, what’s right and don’t falter 
turn back.” 
Mr. White’s record his life testimony that has not 
failed his father’s hopes. Today fifty-five, one 
the most respected men the United States, and deser- 
vedly so. His modest account his life—reflecting the 
hopes and ideals and capacities his race, well—is 
inspiring. What more, absorbing reading. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 
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Catholic Book Club Thomas More Book Club 
Catholic Literary Foundation 


Merton, Thomas. The Seven Storey Mountain. Har- 
court, Brace. Oct. 428p. $3.00. 

The Seven Storey Mountain the autobiography 
Thomas Merton, convert Catholicism, who now 
Trappist monk and student for the priesthood Gethse- 
mani, Kentucky. borrows the name his book from 
Dante. But while the famous Italian poet the seven- 
symbol the modern world, though nowhere ex- 
plains why how. for him merely attractive title 
and nothing more. 

divides the history his life into three parts. The 
first gives the story from his birth Prades, France, 
Columbia University. During these years his family 
moved the United States; then returned France 
study; short time later crossed over England, 
and finally came back America. This constant travel- 
ing was due the fact that his father was 
who had the wanderlust and was ever search new 
scenes paint. Young Merton never had any system- 
atic religious training either home school, and 
result became egotistic and the victim sensuality. 
The second part concerned with the various factors 
that led his entrance into the Church. The writings 
apostate Catholic, James Joyce, strangely enough 
gave him better idea Catholicism. His dissertation 
“Nature and Art William Blake” elevated his 
standard morality. Being poetic temperament 
was naturally attracted the Jesuit, Gerard Manley 
Hopkins. The two present-day 
Gilson and Maritain, helped break down his preju- 
dice against many doctrines the Church. His bap- 
tism took place the Church Corpus Christi New 
York City, when was years old. 

the third part tells the sequel his conver- 
sion. found out his sorrow that the waters 
Baptism not extinguish the fires passion. But gradu- 
ally through the grace God overcame his defects, 
and while still layman, read the Breviary every day. 
taught for time the well-known college and 
seminary St. New York State, for 
intended become Franciscan and priest. But God 
had other designs for him. entered the 
Trappist monastery the age 26. Epilogue 


Best 


gives his reflections the contemplative and 
life, and discusses the question whether the 
literature harmony with the Trappist ideal. 
novice-master, for example, told him give 
writing poetry, but his abbot commanded him 
continue. 
The author has the knack telling story very 
The selections from his poems prove that the 
Press Association acted wisely awarding him 
poetry prize for 1948. The book, however, too 
drawn-out. The 423 pages closely-packed text 
due first all his digressions dogmatic, moral, and 
ascetical subjects suggested some incident his life 
And secondly seems unable limit himself 
rating only the more decisive factors his conversion 
admission the Trappists. 
has absolutely hesitation speaking one having 
authority wide variety topics. For example, 
dismisses Platonism, which exerted profound infly 
ence upon St. Augustine, few contemptuous sen. 
tences (p. 75). Hardly has begun study Catholic 
philosophy than proceeds castigate the 
schools philosophical and theological thought 
the Church for their narrow-mindedness (p. 220). 
garding the Sisters, who labor unselfishly 
hospitals, orphanages, and homes for the aged asserts 
that they “are often only poor purely abstract sense” 
and live “in safe and hermetically-sealed 
stability, full comfort and complacency” (p. 329), 
Other similar instances could easily multiplied. 
shows trace Jansenism his hostility towards 
innocent pleasures which people the world enjoy 
movie, during the time circus (p. 242). His ideas 
contemplation are certainly not clear. asserts that 
contemplation “suspension activity” (p. 415), even 
though mystic, such St. Theresa Avila, found that 
contemplation far from hindering action, directs and 
lightens it. The love God, which inspires, always 
manifests itself some good work for 
Here how says most the “mixed” orders, engaged 
some ministerial work, have effected 
between contemplation and action. “The nuns live 
cloisters and the contemplating and the priests live 
colleges and cities and the teaching and preaching” 
(p. 416). 
Brother Louis, give Thomas Merton his name 
religion, will heard from again. When has studied 
philosophy and theology more thoroughly will 
doubtedly modify his opinions many matters and thus 
able use his literary ability much good for 
God, for the Church, and for souls. 

Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 

St. Clement Mission House, 

Ephrata, Lancaster Co., Pa. 


Bromfield, Louis. The Wild Country. Harper. Oct. 
13, 1948. 274p. $2.75. 


The old libidian serpent again and Louis 

romfield. The Wild Country, Mr. 
gathered together his customary collection well deline 
ated characters, has set the skeleton plot that 
extremely interesting, and has clothed that skeleton 
flesh that has begun decay. The Wild Country is, 
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all, tangled wilderness lying beyond the very 
yated confines properous stud farm and, secondly, 
the Wild Country that period called adolescence lying 
the well defined and perfectly disciplined land 
boyhood. 


and 
ideal. 
give 
ded him 


Ronnie Stillcombe the lad who goes from the farm into 
the wilderness and from boyhood into adolescence. 
wildernesses, runs into baffling, upsetting, and 
morally devastating situations. Although has been 
raised his grandfather, Judge Stillcombe, and his great- 
Susan honest and straightforward and decent, 
his education unsuccessful because given basic 
for avoiding evil doing good. The result 
strong desires pitted against nebulous code 
are most certain win out. This code, expressive 
the complete rationalism and naturalism the 18th 
enables the Judge accept complacently de- 
his wife Melissa who lives with her paramour 
Europe for more than quarter century and re- 
turns unrepentant and unpunished the head the 
opposite the man she has callously deserted after 
the death that paramour. This perfectly logical 
the Judge who more than once, but explicitly page 258 
announces that sexual hunger uncontrollable and there- 
fore inculpable. 
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The same code allows Henry, perfect figure farmer, 
pick woman the streets St. Louis, marry her, 
and bring her back farm the civilized She 
has come out the Wild Country but never loses 
attraction for that which she has abandoned. must 
that Vinnie basically good, that desperation and 
sarvation drove her the gutter. Given chance 
make good, she succeeds even though success involves the 
saughter one her former acquaintances Wayne Tor- 
Torrance man raised from boyhood the 
promising legal and political career. His suc- 
cess political life runs second his success seducing 
women, for he, too, inhabitant the Wild Country 
animality. blackmails Vinnie into meeting him 
the wilderness beyond the farm. Ronnie close during 
the assignation hears Wayne attack the girl and realizes 
that Torrance pushed his death from the None 
this disturbs the Judge excessively, for able say 
page 103 similar incident, she can’t help 
it... any more than mares can. can’t help himself 
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addition what has preceded, there Faulknerian 
group made invalid wife, sex-crazed farmer, 
half-wit farm girl and groom over-stimulated the 
constant associations the stud farm. Judge Stillcombe 
moves among these various groups with his sister with 


kind Jovian detachment only possible for man who, 
ouse, idolizing Voltaire, found possible “separate religion 
Pa. fom his way, the Judge accomplishes 
great deal good covering 
straightening lives likely warped slanderous 
rper. gossip and giving Ronnie the benefit amiable 


5 


ompanion. 


There interlude which the boy sent abroad 
make the “Grand Tour”. The descriptions and the de- 
lights the tour are well done. allowed mee 
his grandmother and her innamorata garden Ger- 
many the tune sentimental music and clinking beer 
That Ronnie has definitely reached the Wild 
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Country indicated the fact that begins dream 
touring Europe with beautiful mistress order 
enjoy completely the pleasures the continent has offer. 


That the book well and engagingly written cannot 
denied. unfortunate, however, that Mr. Bromfield 
has gone far rationalism and naturalism and 
further. Surely has progressed far from the days when 
wrote, Twenty Four Hours. Perhaps the time his 
next book appears can recommended. The Wild 
Country cannot be. 

Rev. William Noé Field, 

Seton Hall College, 

South Orange, 


* * 


Schofield, William The Deer Cry. 
Oct. 1948. 307p. $3.00. 


the course Christianity few more powerful Apostles 
have appeared under the hand God than St. Patrick, 
Patron Ireland. Around Patrick and the Irish have 
been woven host beautiful legends, saga grace 
and heroism and love. Now William Schofield, after 
delving into the mass legend, has emerged with 
novelized version the life St. Patrick, version that 
follows fairly closely the basic account given various 
authentic sources. brisk and full-bodied story, 
warm-hearted, impulsive, lovable characterization Erin’s 
saint. follow Patrick’s career from the day 
was captured his native Gaul disputed point) 
through his slavery Dalaradia where, the silence 
the hills Slemish, learned pray and where 
learned the language and customs and lore the Gaels. 
There too recognized and loved immediately the basic 
good, overlaid with the evil paganism though was, 
that was the Irish and there too resolved spend 
his life their conversion. His return Gaul and the 
long years preparation under St. Germanus Auxerre 
and Lerins and Marmoutier culminated the mission 
from Pope St. Celestine evangelize Eire. 


Longmans. 


Then with band brave and prayerful spirits re- 
turned the Green Isle and the long and successful work 
conversion began. Dangers and there were, 
but Patrick faced them boldly with prayer and faith 
God whose Trinity extolled continually. And God 
Patrick miraculously through danger and difficulty 
until the Light the Faith shone throughout Ireland and 
has never, from then until now, been extinguished. The 
incident Tara, the fast the holy mount and the 
promises literally wrung from God, the martyrdom his 
charioteer and hundred other incidents, legendarily as- 
signed Patrick’s career, are spread before the reader 
most palatable form. Linked with Patrick’s adventures 
the romance Kevin and Concessa, who 
Patrick’s fellow captive, romance that endured years 
separation end Christian happiness. The immense 
harvest souls, the inditing his Confession and the 
final peaceful death bring the story close. 


All all one may label this successful novel since 
the author has caught part, least, the spirit Patrick, 
spirit love infused into the dauntless Irish who have 
worn their adherence Christianity the race’s proudest 
hoast. addition the legends have lost none their 
beauty the retelling and have been woven into living 
singing whole. The title comes from the hymn “Faeth 
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Fiada”, commonly known “St. Patrick’s Breastplate”, 
which the author calls The Deer Cry connection with 
the legend that the Druid assassins lying wait saw only 
herd deer St. Patrick and his band came Tara 
that memorable Eastern morn. There little detail 


religion the story though what there seems entirely 


orthodox. times there seems slight tendency 
toward naturalization some Patrick’s miracles. 
the whole, however, the book deserves recommendation 
and seems suitable for all classes readers. 


* * 


Mitchison, Naomi. Blood the Martyrs. 
sey House. Oct. 1948. 499p. $3.50. 


This somewhat rambling, dialog-packed novel Protes- 
tant version early Christianity during the first century; 
story how the “Kingdom” came the hearts 
men and how the witness borne the martyrs added 
new converts struggling church which, idea, 
was the first hope the common man the struggle 
against tyranny, superstition, State-worship and all the 
forms special privilege that would grind the ordinary 
man into sort communal nonentity. Rome, site 
Nero’s imperial court, during the days just before and 
after the great fire, the scene the story with the char- 
acters ranging from Nero himself, depicted rather 
shadowy individual having little connection with the 
main events the story, through all classes society 
down the lowest slaves. The author has chosen 
depict the different sets characters the light Eng- 
lish social castes with the stoic Roman Senators being 
limned English landed gentry, Nero and his sycophan- 
tic officials power-hungry upstarts, the freedmen 
solid, respectable British citizens and the slaves humble 
members the servant She has even placed 

sort semi-modern British idiom their mouths, thereby 
creating incongruity which weakens the entire story. 


Whittle- 


Essentially the story revolves around Beric, once captive 
British princeling but reared and educated powerful 
Roman Senator almost member the 
love with his patron’s daughter, the passionate Flavia who 
has dallied with him the past, Beric shocked dis- 
cover that she not only marry Roman officer but 
that she contemplates hopefully affair with Tigellinus, 
commander the Praetorians. His shock deepened 
when finds that has rights any sort Rome 
and that actually slave though his patron has 
treated him all ways Roman. 


this point Beric makes contact with Christianity 
through series slaves and freedmen who gradually 
impart him their attracted and almost 
baptized when kills Sotion who has betrayed his group 
the officials. Removed from Rome for several months 
Beric returns find Nero’s persecution full swing. 
attempts murder Tigellinus stop the persecution but 
fails and jailed. There finally converted and 
martyred. 

With the story Beric interwoven series stories 
other characters who meet Christianity various ways 
and who react adversity and persecution divers 
fashions. Howev er, each case, those who were strong 
and who upheld their belief martyrdom were the ex- 
amples which attracted others that the church was 
strengthened rather than weakened persecution. 


Mitchison Cronin 


difficult tell whether the author considers 
tem. Certainly her rendition basic Christian truths 
only pallid shadow reality. All men are brothers ap; 
God their Father but there clearcut statement 
the Divinity Jesus Christ; once referred 
Son God but several other occasions spoke 
simply great man. The “Kingdom” come 
this world; there are number separate churches 
little unity between them; there mention 
tolic authority Peter’s Primacy; there 
Scripture and St. Paul’s letters are regarded 
local affairs that could interpreted according 
mind the reader; indeed, the Protestant spirit 
interpretation and self-authority permeates the book; ther 
but consecration and Eucharistic Sacrament; 
Baptism immersion but Confirmation; forgivenes 
seems come only from fellow-Christians and not 
God through delegated priesthood; the whole thing 
brief, religion purely private and diluted 
almost unrecognizable. Artistically the book 
and rambling; the idiom employed produces poor 
the whole thing very prissy rendering 
dramatic story. There even one case where 
character views fornication possibly good. 
cally indexed because false dogma the book 
mendable for class reader. 


Bruce. 


Cronin, John Catholic Social Action. 
Oct. 1948. 247p. $3.50. 


This book basically series practical suggestions 
putting Catholic social principles work 
more Christian society. Catholic social 
those teachings the Church concerning man and 
rights and duties social being well the privilege 
and obligations the human groups which 
Society—is remain forever the theoretical level 
obviously little value. Father Cronin’s book aimed 
correcting the impression that Catholic 
ophy seldom ever finds more concrete expression than 
the lecture the printed page. Catholic social action 
materialistic society with the leaven 
principles. 


noted that these forces are mobilized 
three ends: necessary preliminary, the training 
leaders and active participants Catholic Action; th: 
reintroduction morality the field economics, 
ticularly employer-employee relationships; and_ the 
dependence and “belonging” rather than separatism 
rugged individualism. The author elaborates 

the first aim being accomplished means 
courses schools and colleges, supplemented mor 
informal study clubs, libraries, lectures, radio programs 
and periodicals. The second phase concerns itself with 

the Catholic Labor School and active participation 
promotion industrial peace and the well-being the 
worker. The third aim realized promoting 
security and better inter-relations between divergent social 
groups. 


Doctor Cronin has rendered positive service 
this concise, readable yet inclusive report the 
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currently applied inject Christian social principles into 
everyday life. all these enthusiastic efforts, combined 
and compounded, seem dwarfed the enormity and 
urgency the task. The reader wonders this attempt 
convert and baptize our secularistic civilization suf- 
fciently broad and intensive accomplish the desired 
results. Highly recommended for all non-communists and 
for our erring red brethren. 

Vincent Mott, 

Department Social Sciences, 

University Scranton 


* * * 


Mauriac, Francois. The Unknown Sea. (Translated 
Gerard Hopkins. Holt. Sept. 30, 1948. 236p. 
$3.00. 


Not powerful compelling the author’s Woman 
the Pharisees Therese, this latest addition the trans- 
lated works great contemporary French author 
considerably superior the majority novels writ- 
ten similar themes either England the United 
States. The translation excellent, preserving the clean, 
frm texture the original, and skillfully rendering the 
idiom the dialogue. 

The story dour and tragic, unrelieved comedy. But 
the theme itself part that “Human Comedy” which 
Balzac exposed “Eugenie Grandet” and Pere Goriot; 
and theme that preoccupies Mauriac: the cancerous 
the soul “money,” the pride possession 
things. Greed, selfishness, the unknown sea that 
drowns the Christian spirit bitter waters and dark. 
often calm the surface, capable crushing 
violence tempest emotions. 

Two wealthy families Bordeaux, (Mauriac was born 
there 1885), the Revolous and the Costadots, are the 
central figures this parable the disease the bour- 
Christian. Leonie Costadot, widow, deliberately 
the fortunes the Revolou family demanding 
full payment debt francs—(the time 
the story prior World War and the then 
was valued about cents)—the entire dowry Luci- 
enne Revolou, whose husband has squandered his whole 
fortune unfaithful mistress and commits suicide. 
Rose Revolou and Robert Costadot had been 
Pierre Costadot and Denis Revolou were devoted school 
The entire fabric their relationships 
and destroyed the change their financial positions. 
Their dependence money and the social position which 
money buys the fatal weakness each. The widow 
Costadot succeeds breaking the alliance Robert 
and Rose; Denis rebuffs his friend suspicion acquies- 
cence the Costadot cabals, and when fails his school 
examination goes pieces, consciously vulgarizing him- 
Robert, maneuvered into breaking with Rose, starts 
life debauchery; Julien, the eldest Revolou, takes 
infantilism, which his mother, Lucienne, abets 
because affords her opportunity “save face” 
sacrificing herself his care. Only Rose Revolou 
strong enough overcome the febrility this collapse, 
and sets herself earn her own livelihood. 


n 


There are other characters and complications: Louis 
landin, the incredibly ugly but completely devoted chief 


Oscar Revolou, whose very devotion was over- 


whelmingly distasteful and permitted Revolou mire 


Mauriac MacDonald 
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Felicia; Cavailhess, the overseer the rundown country 
estate the Revolous, and his wife and daughter. But 
the villain this tale Mammon. And the story 
exte nded parable, whose moral is: You cannot serve both 
God and Mammon; either you will love the one and hate 
the other, you serve the one and flee the other. 
And whose corollary is: Blessed are the poor spirit, 
for theirs the kingdom heaven. 


One thing may disaffect many, particularly among the 
younger readers, and that the quotation from the poem 
which Pierre Costadot is, precociously, writing. not 
little turgid; but, one must admit, exactly the sort 
thing adolescent poet might pen. 


The Unknown Sea recommended adults. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


MacDonald, Betty. The Plague and 
Oct. 13, 1948. 254p. $2.75. 


two years ago very frothy and flippantly written 

account life chicken ranch the state Wash- 
ington sold more than million copies and The Egg and 
became almost household term these United States. 
Capitalizing the euphony the title and the same 
cynically flippant style the author now gives the story 

her successful encounter with the bacterium tuber- 
The bout occurred some years after she had 
left the scene the incidents The Egg, living 
Seattle with her two daughters and pursuing business 
career. 


Lippincott. 


jetting tuberculosis the middle your life,” she 
like starting downtown lot urgent 
errands and being hit bus. When you regain con- 
sciousness you remember nothing about the urgent 
errands. You don’t even remember where you were 

Readers will agree with this statement that the 
urgent trivia daily living fade into insignificance when 
serious and prolonged illness interrupts the frantic tener 
our modern life. They will also agree with her later 
assertion that every minor factor associated with the 
ness becomes major importance the invalid 
MacDonald also adds that the family motto was: 
“People are healthy and anybody who isn’t big 
This together with the story her somewhat 
erratic rearing matters health and equally erratic 
manner living shows that she was but illy prepared 
for the almost heroic measures necessary ensure re- 
covery from the “white man’s plague.” 


Savs 
ays, 


Mrs. 


Months minor aches and pains and colds, indisposi- 
tions many sorts, all self-treated with aspirin, calomel, 
etc., drove her doctor and then another who 
calmly informed her that she had tuberculosis. Her 
family mother and sisters and daughters greeted the 
news with sympathy but with more understanding 
than her own. was only with her entrance into sana- 
torium, The Pines, that she began appreciate the serious- 
ness the struggle which lay before her. Since treat- 
ment was free the patients were thoroughly indoctrinated 
and somewhat harshly disciplined the practices neces- 
for cure. The partially undisciplined MacDonald 
was but poorly suited life this type and chafed, 


is 
is 
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first, under the seemingly harsh regulations enforced 
impersonal and sometimes unsympathetic nurses and 
designed produce absolute and complete rest. How- 
ever, the end she complied and adapted herself 
the absolute bedrest and complete absence activity 
which allows the injured lung wall off the invading mi- 
croorganisms. Her own reactions the disease, the 
measures treatment, nurses, doctors and especially 
her companion patients from all walks life form 
the bulk the story. fairly complete though un- 
detailed picture the treatment necessary eliminate 
pulmonary tuberculosis given and 
fashion. Progress from bedrest the ambulant 
and then occupational therapy and then occasional 
leaves and then final discharge chronicled Mrs. 
MacDonald achieved the course year. But out 
the sanatorium last normal life now the abnormal 
and she was faced with the necessity for reversed 
adaptation before she can finally shut the doors The 
Pines. Finally job ensure self-sufficiency and self- 
regulation her activities led complete adaptation 
and the cure was accomplished physically and mentally. 


There some value this flippantly witty account 


Mrs. MacDonald’s conquest tuberculosis. That value 
lies the account the daily activities the life 
tubercular giving the layman understanding 
the methods used cure. Unfortunately the book 
marred occasional profanity and unnecessary empha- 
sis the necessity excluding sex from the life 
tubercular. The book seems suitable for adults. 


Hurston, Zora Neale. Seraph the Suwanee. Scrib- 
ner’s. Oct. 11, 1948. 311p. $3.00. 

The region the river that Stephen Foster glorified but 
never saw, produced seraph the person Arvay 
Henson. Yet things looked bad for Arvay’s chances life 
when her older sister, Larraine, stole the affections the 
young Rev. Carl Middleton from fact, Arvay was 
well the way becoming neurotic spinster the 
worst sense that phrase, until confident 
Jim Meserve made his appearance Sawley, the home 
town the West Florida Coast. 

Jim woos and wins Arvay. dint hard labor, intelli- 
gence, and little bootlegging the side, Jim steadily 
improves the family finances. Three children bless their 
union. The first boy, Earl, comes into the world slightly 
defective and his worsening psychopathy brings him 
untimely end. The other two children, Angeline and 
Kenny, both reach happy maturity, the one fine 


marriage, the other music. Thus far the skeleton 
the story. 


The substance Seraph the Suwanee composed 
subtler Arvay’s settling down marriage with 
husband she adores but does not quite understand, de- 
velops very neatly through the growth her family and 
the rise her fortunes. The fear lurking Arvay’s 
heart vitiates the ease and comfort with which Jim sur- 
rounds her body and her spirit. Fear causes her 
misunderstand Jim’s joking and become overly senti- 
mental the case her ill-starred son, Earl. Fear moves 
her irrational jealousies; starts her doubting her own 
good fortune, erects psychological barrier that makes 
well nigh impossible for her acquiesce the happiness 


Slaughter 


SELLER 


she has hand. Ever since Larraine shattered her 
dream love, fear has played the devil Arvay’s 
and soul. 


Jim carries her along patiently and, might added 
not without some his 
Arvay must learn the hard way and her own. 
leaves her. She has year find herself and 
call Thrown back upon herself, Arvay 
slowly self-determination and, above all, 
honesty judging the persons and the 
daily Her mother’s death and visit with the 
niggardly and incompetent Carl Middletons hastens the 
process awakening and liberates her from the 
induced Larraine long ago. the dawn 
happiness, reunion and the joy hearts and minds thy 
have rediscovered each other. 


1 


There are excellent scenes the book. The 
the “teppentime” (turpentine) woods turns easily the 
page, unforced, clear, free from obscurities and boredom 
Some particularly fine writing appears the incidents 
the courting Arvay, the chase after Earl, Jim’s 
with enormous Florida rattler, and the 
voyage. pleasant pinch humor flavors the 
tive from beginning end. 


Unfortunately several bits unnecessarily lush descrip 
tion restrict this book solely those professionally 
ested literature. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., S.J 
West Baden College 
West Baden Springs, Indiana 


Siaughter, Frank Sangaree. Doubleday. Oct. 


1948. 306p. $3.00. 


This reviewer fed with so-called historical 
where the history only excuse for unleashed 
where sex far from only rearing its ugly heads 
its whole obscene body into the picture and where som 
obscure incident, not even sufficiently important 
historical footnote, seized upon significant factor 
the genesis the present case where 
Tobias Kent, back-country born and expert surgeon 
the close the American Revolution, comes Savannah 
president the Darby Company conduct exper: 
ment economic co-operation that will break the strangle 
hold economic Tories upon the solid English and 
Scotch citizenry who are the backbone new 
successful; according history, was it? 


Victor Darby had founded great Georgia plantation, 
had built flourishing trade, had amassed great wealth, 
had also taken Tobias Hunt and Sam and 
Thatch from the backwoods and 
them doctor, overseer and journalist 
own son Roy had been trained with Tobias and had been 
married Martha Gillespie, back-country wench who 
could faithful one. deathbed will Victor 
Darby bequeathed all power Toby, empowering him 
found economic empire that would liberate the 
gling white freemen and some slaves from the overlordship 
aristocracy scarcely weakened the Revolution 
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Nancy Darby Gregory, Roy’s widowed and beautiful sister, 
was Willed absolute control the plantation and 
the company. 
these basic factors the torridly developed. 
Toby and Nancy clash with mistaking her love for 
and accusing her piracy; Toby clashes with the 
Toby clashes with disease 
Matters from one crisis 
and business are both hopelessly lost one 
twist the wrist lovers are united, 
vanquished, the Darby experiment successful and 
lives blissful happiness forever the 
the story there are duels, tricks, stratagems, 

infections, raids and host other incidents, mainly 
Martha does her best unfaithful with every 
male the story. Because there little value the 
and because the overemrhasis sexual im- 
morality, which described and accepted 
the book not recommended for any class 
reader. 

* 


The Diary Laval. 


laval, Josée, Ed. 
Sept. 27, 1948. 240p. $3.50. 
Not “diary” “journal,” but series drafts for 
based upon notes and memory and some docu- 
ments, prepared Laval for his while was 
this book presents plea for one the 
most hated members the ill-fated Vichy Government 
France the years 1940 1945. Most the contents 
this book were written the tragic prison Fresnes, 
walls bear eloquent testimony the horrors 
the German occupation France. Scratched chalked 
those grim walls are messages hone and courage, 
there men and women condemned die, many 
them after torture, connivance the same Vichy 
Government which Pierre Laval was Premi and for 
which was hated many French who 
and death not only from the Nazi Gestapo but 
fom the hireling thugs Darnand’s 
that arm oppression. one who has fol- 
lwed contemporary history with more than casual eye 
during the past thirty years need reminded the 
was astute statesman, who had risen from 
etve his country two Premier prior 
1939. spite his protestations, here his 
the best interests his country, was, (and this ap- 
parent, too, even his defense), skilful opportunist; 
indeed, rests considerable his defense his ability 
compromise with the German High Command. 
for expediency’s sake, than any one else would 
have been similar circumstances, for the reader 
present his side his case now, least, since most 
will admit that was given scant 
tion and very little opportunity defend himself the 
time his “trial.” 
More than anyone else, save possibly the infamous Dar- 
and, Pierre Laval represented all the ignominy the 
Vichy Government the French people, and was 
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made the scape-goat which liberated and wrathful 
France wreaked its vengeance for the four-year-long shame 
and suffering its defeat and increasingly cruel and ruth- 
less oppression under the German occupation. was 
blamed the one chiefly responsible for the weak Vichy’s 
government acquiescence the surrender and deporta- 
tion Jews who had sought refuge south 
the occupied zone from 1940 till 1942; and for the 
the attempts suppress the underground 
movement which began function organized and 
militant force shortly the end 1942. Laval tries 
explain and excuse his “collaboration” with the Ger- 
mans sending forced labor, (not many the hun- 
dreds thousands French men and women sent 
work German factories and fields were actually volun- 
teers), necessary compromise for the return some 
the tens thousands French soldiers taken prisoner 
the time the disastrous “break-through” from May 
June 20, 1940. Whether could have presented 
more indomitable front the insistence the German 
forces moot question. But only the 
grounds that one can morally compromise with prin- 
ciples and can admit that end can just ify immoral 
means. easy understand man’s attempt 
rationalize his mistakes; not easy defend the 
errors. 
Laval was also accused actively opposing and the 
end preventing the established government, (under Paul 
Reynaud, June 1940), from retreating either North 
Africa England and continuing the struggle from 
abroad. His defense this score ambiguous. Docu- 
mentary evidence, adduced former ambassador Albert 
Kammerer his book, Verité sur l’Armistice, (not 
yet published English translation), would indicate 
that Laval directly and consistently opposed any attempt 
remove the legitimate French government from France 
throughout the desperate days its sojourn Bordeaux 
‘ior capitulation. That was actually advan- 
tageous the Allies divide France, north and south, 
occupied and unoccupied zones for the two years 
940-1942, now seems beyond doubt. Hitler 
vented from posting divisions the Spanish border and 
large bases along the Mediterranean 
coast France, which would have seriously imperilled 
any action North Africa. But the debate that point 
removal the facto government had one serious 
which might have been avoided, and that 
the position the still powerful French fleet that 
crucial time. Another consequence mean propor- 
tions for present-day France, was the designation 
Charles Gaulle the rallying point, the symbol, 
Free France. 


ierre Laval died ignominous and disgraceful death, 
unbecoming the French people. His apologia pro vita sua 
will valuable historians, least the extent 
studying the motives that can determine man such 
position found himself, into which thrust 
himself. the one-and-only interpretation tragic 

French history, the Diary Pierre Laval should 
read not only with the proverbial grain salt, but 
east one two other objective and documented accounts 
that period. 


! 


Grady, S.]., 


University Scranton 
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Eden, Honorable Emily. The Semi-Detached House. 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 28, 1948. 216p. $3.00. 


The shade Jane Austen abroad again the person 
The Honorable Emily Eden ancestress the contem- 
porary British statesman Anthony Eden. “The 
Detached House” wraithy reflection the more 
and full-bodied novels Jane Austen. Even size there 
comparison; this light bit pre-Victorian whimsy 
never palls, nor the conversation excessively protracted. 
There the same light deft touch, the same swift bite 
irony, the same conviction that the majority human 
beings are good and kind. 


The thread the plot slight amazing this 
present age. simply the story young married 
couple together with their circle friends and acquaint- 
ances. They are separated because the husband must 
off Berlin, and there are mutual and silly suspicions 
both sides. There are titled men and women moving 
about splendid carriages. There are constant injections 
French phrases and these expressions are employed 
mock delicately the circles that use them. Naturally, 
there large motherly woman from the middle class 
whose innate kindness and generosity are more than 
recompense for her lack social how.” There 
are daughters married, the Hopkinson girls, and, 
very properly, one them captures timid minister once 
satisfactory living has been arranged for him Lady 
Blanche while the second carries off dashing young 
man from London. Lady Blanche’s younger sister finds 
satisfactory suitor and even the ward the villain the 
piece, Rachel Monteneros, finds amiable widower cap- 
able loving her. 


all the novels written those early days the 
19th century and this one was although has only 
been published Anthony Eden tribute his pro- 
genitors everything comes out neatly problem 
division subtraction. character left unaccount- 
for; character gets more less than what just 
and proper and, above all, just what pleasing the 
reader. While the use coincidences shameless 
necessary effect this, the very contrivances 
the author make for humor and pleasant reading. Captain 
Hopkinson, for example, the woman 
who lives one half the semi-detached house dis- 
covered have been the saviour Lord Chester whose 
wife occupies the other half. the same time that 
Blanche finds living for the clergyman who marry 
her daughter, she finds building project being carried 
the Duke St. Maur that requires the experience 
seafaring man. Inevitably the project adjoins the parish 
the Rev. Mr. Greydon. 


The villains the piece are more than Austenian; they 
are Dickensian. The Baron and Baroness Sampson are 
rich and dishonest, flamboyant and mysterious, snobbish 
and servile. The two them are, perhaps, the strongest 
characters the book, the most memorable, the most 
admirably drawn. the end, very properly again, 
the moment when their social success its peak, the 
Baron found notorious swindler and the two 
decamp for Paris Sweden leaving their guests dancing 
the fete arranged their country villa. 


Finally, there Willis. the widower son-in-law 
the Hopkinsons. lugubrious and misanthropic. 


Eden Campbell Royden 


ated and extreme and delightful. Even Willis 
from the slough despondency and despair the 
tention Miss Monteneros his little 
believable and very satisfying. 
The book like marchpane, little sweet, trifle 
but not highly colored that Christmas 
relief after the turgid stuffed over-motivated and unde. 
moralized books that are far more common this 
Rev. Wm. Noé Field, 
Seton Hall College, 
South Orange, 


Campbell, Patricia. Lush 
Publishing Co. Sept. 18, 1948. 367p. $3.00. 
This novel the Far West the raw Nineties deak 
incidentally with the author’s favorite theme, Indian 
White extra-marital skeletal 
good: short episodes the murder trial 
woman indicted for killing her husband, with flash-back 
the scenes her childhood and adolescence which 
evidence recalls her mind. The Chimacum 
scenes and its settlers’ thin lives are freshly and cop 
vincingly depicted. The plot tightly and neatly 
trived. But the story itself pulp. 


Blonde little Katti Hoeffer’s exquisite singing voice 
door for her into respectable community life-after 
father’s half-breed children and squaw “woman” 
almost cut her off from normal social contacts. 
seduction fourteen, following the emotional orgy 
old-time revival meeting, slammed that door shut 
and sent her into the restaurant notorious Tim 
where the dim lights hid sinister When the 
was burned raiding, praying reform group, Kat 
went off San Francisco with Evan Trenholme, 
broker, who set her apartment, with teachers 
her voice, deportment and 
taby was expected, Trenholme’s lawyer forced him 
marry her. After the baby’s birth, Katti went 
singing for Tim DeLeon who had meantime opened 
San Francisco restaurant. Leaving 
ment, Katti and her baby found refuge with Mam 
Hererra, “great, soft, warm-hearted maternal 
earth itself.” was she who induced Katti 
her husband, and was indirectly responsible for 
quarrel during which was accidentally killed; but 
was also she who won Katti’s acquittal with the ple 
that she had suffered enough and was now strong 
home and face her people. 
was lucky the sixth juryman believed it, because 
reader doesn’t. 
Helen Butler 


Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Royden, Maude. Threefold Cord. 
Sept. 21, 1948. 125p. $2.00. 


preacher, already once widower, marries second 
who abnormally frail and shy; then, with the 
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yoman. the “other woman” who tells this story 
own, and insists that, the neurotic wife being in- 
capable such affection, her with the ad- 
mired parson was The publisher calls this 
jim volume “One the world’s great love stories.” 
This reviewer completely disagrees with that rash esti- 
mate, finding difficult reading saccharine and rather 
not senile), bit lavendar and old 
written, and one never quite sure that the lady 
means what she might mean the word “passionate.” 
And after all, the principals the autobiographical now- 
are churchly persons: the Reverend 
Hudson Shaw, (deceased), his ailing wife (who pre- 
him, allowing him finally marry his more 
hardy amorata), and the authoress, Maude Royden, 
honorary Doctor Divinity grace the University 
(1932), Companion Honor (1930), and for 
time assistant preacher the City Temple, London, 
and the Guildhouse, Eccleston Square, London (1917- 


1936). 


Royden was lame and the youngest daughter 
well educated Cheltenham Ladies College 
and Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, which last situation 
first met and became enamoured Reverend 
Hudson Shaw, who was adding his meagre living 
pastor lecturing Oxford. Discussing with 
him her then romantic interest the externals the 
Catholic Church, (which soon faltered), and continuing 
letter her acquaintance with him, she finally accepted 
his assistant the country parish, where she 
with him and his elfinshy and introvert secon 
Here was woven the “threefold cord” mutual 
which endured for nearly forty years. Miss Royden 
did not become Mrs. Shaw until 1944, some six 
after Effie Shaw’s death—tells that whom 
also could not love her preacher husband 
but she could and did understand, abet 
and sanction the “passionate” love Miss Royden and 
husband. was all three lived happily—not 
indeed for lot Strange, sure, 
“love story”; and reader, least, the 
‘love” between Effie and Maude 
was not unselfish and ideal Miss Royden would 
have believe and seems, herself, believe. Effie seems 
merely have accepted situation which she took 
inreasingly smaller interest, tolerated, and managed 
taking refuge her reputed preference for soli- 
discerning reader, that this one 
finds himself looking the authoress rather 
unsavory piece work and sympathizing with the retiring 
spade being called spade, this simply 
adultery the parsonage. Candy-c oat 
One the world’s great love stories? 
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Mathews, Basil. 
University Press. 


Booker Washington. 
Sept. 24, 1948. 350p. $4.75. 


D 

bill. Possibly you have done the same thing 
thereby became the owner “Booker Wash- 


Mathews 
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ington” half dollar. Profits the transaction noted 
above, and similar ones, will used build school 
Franklin County, Virginia, honor Booker Wash- 
ington. The famous educator has been honored many 
other ways, not the least which has been the production 
the book being reviewed. Basil Mathews, Canadian 
author, and therefore perhaps quite free from any type 
prejudice the racial issue, prepared himself for his 
task spending considerable time Tuskegee and other 
places associated with the famous educator. 


The biographical treatment starts with the year 1856. 
Washington’s mother was slave plantation owned 
James Burroughs, but seems likely that Washington 
and his older brother John had white man named Talia- 
ferro neighboring plantation father. Booker 
was perhaps corruption the word “bukar,” African 
word meaning “sonny” something similar. The name 
Washington was supplied the boy himself when 
reached school age. 


Washington’s efforts secure education Hampton 
Institute, Virginia, the years following 1872 are 
sympathetically outlined. The same thing can said 
regarding his first efforts teach other Negroes, after 
his years Hampton Institute. His real work began, 
everyone knows, Tuskegee, Alabama, 1881. From 
that time until his death 1915 was intensely inter- 
ested the educational work that institution. 
became truly national figure 1895 when spoke 
the Atlanta (Ga.) Exposition. was there that 
outlined what thought should the relationship be- 
tween the white and the colored races. did not advo- 
cate social equality. argued that “The opportunity 
earn dollar factory just now worth infinitely 
more than the opportunity spend dollar opera 
house.” urged that all racial animosities 
picions blotted out and expressed his hope that abso- 
lute justice administered all speech 
vas warmly applauded the whites the South, 
cause that Washington was not working for 
the social equality between the races which had been 
feared was his objective. Some Negroes disliked him for 
assigning the Negro what they considered 
inferior position. expressed his attitude 
stating: “In all things that are purely social can 
separate the fingers, yet one the hand all 
things essential mutual progress.” Again, observed: 
“There much dignity tilling field writing 
poem.” His policies clashed with those Frederick 
Douglass, for example, who proclaimed: “The Negro 
has hope justice from the whites, possible hope 
save his own right arm. must come blood. The 
Negroes must fight for These clashing 
philosophies are very honestly discussed the author. 
His concluding chapters dealing with the methods 
lessening racial tension deserve serious study. This book, 
widely read, will make distinct contribution the 
cause national solidarity. the rest the world 
falling apart, hard see why any aid should 
given the criminal effort being made some quarters 
sow dissension among American citizens. This book 
Canadian who has studied the United States 
contribution the cause racial harmony. 


Paul Kiniery, 


Loyola University, Chicago 
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Shute, Nevil. Highway. 
1948. 346p. $3.00. 


Highway has good many the qualities that made 
The Pied Piper such admirable book—a topical subject, 
very readable style, humor and pathos, suspense, skilful 
character drawing. Yet while The Pied Piper was work 
art, this book not, though comes very near 
the interest The Pied Piper was wholly concentrated 
people, and the vital theme the safety children 
war; whereas Highway the interest only partly 
people. also largely things—the manufacture 
aircraft and the methods taken for the safety pas- 
sengers. 


Morrow. Aug. 31, 


makes very good adventure story. The first part 
told the first person Dennis Scott, who charge 
the Structural Department the Royal Aircraft 
Establishment Farnborough England. has work- 
ing under him collection specialists various lines 
research, and among them Mr. Theodore Honey, 
middle-aged ugly little man, widower with little girl 
twelve years old. Theodore Honey specialist 
the problem fatigue aircraft structures. This fatigue 
described being the change which may take place 
the whole character metal which has been subjected 
alternating load; that aluminum alloy may 
come crystalline and break, after many thousand hours 
flight. The newest type Transatlantic airliner, the 
Reindeer, has been passed entirely flight-worthy; but 
Mr. Honey, specialist and crank, has voluntarily set him- 
self prove nuclear physics and pure mathematics 
that the tail-plane would suffer fracture after 1440 hours 
flight. 


Here have one variation the always popular theme 
designers, manufacturers, government officials, civil 
servants, experts, all each others’ throats. Theodore 
Honey too obscure worker and has not the personality 
make his beliefs carry conviction, except belatedly and 
reluctantly, Dennis Scott. And requires heroism 
Scott’s part support Honey, account jealousy, 
pride, officialdom, and, course, the financial angle. 
Finally succeeds obtaining order that all Rein- 
deers shall grounded after doing seven hundred hours 
flight, till further investigation can made into the 
accident that befell the prototype Reindeer that had flown 
the Atlantic after doing just under 1400 hours flying 
time. fell over Labrador, and had been assumed that 
the pilot, coming down check his position, had crashed 
into hill. Honey convinced that was crash due 
fatigue fracture, and flown Labrador find 
the missing tail-plane which will determine the matter. 


The story the Transatlantic flight, the realization 
that flying Reindeer, the discovery that some 
oversight this one had not been grounded although had 
done 1422 hours flight, his inability make anyone 
realize the danger, the dramatic step takes himself 
ensure the safety the passengers, all make vividly ex- 
citing reading. doubt there are some improbabilities, 
but Nevil Shute manages very successfully obtain “the 
willing suspension disbelief.” There another side 
the story, however, besides this exciting adventure; and 
that the description the character Mr. Honey. 
admittedly crank. British Israelite—that is, 
believes that the British are the lost ten tribes. 
believes that Our Lord lived Britain Child, brought 


Shute 


thither His uncle (sic) Joseph Arimathea who 
the tin trade, and that that why the British are 
great people. spiritualist, and practices 
matic writing communicate with his dead 
initiates his little girl, Elspeth, into automatic 
Mr. Shute has interesting point connection with 
this, shows the reaction Dennis Scott; 
natural healthy distaste for such activities first 
him join the general distrust Honey’s 
theories; yet gradually comes feel that the 
ties these beliefs and their manifestations need 
impair Honey’s integrity physicist. Interesting, 
the humanization Honey. first his interest 
problem fatigue wholly scientific. cares less 
nothing for the fact that involves human life. He; 
not cold nor heartless man; adores the memory 
his dead wife, and devoted Elspeth; but 
Science alone, not Humanity through Science. The 
ing point comes the crucial flight when the 
the flight stewardess Marjorie Corder, and the 


ness one the women passengers move him phys 
sudden realization that their lives must saved. cent 
had not given thought the crash the the 
Reindeer except far the discovery and 
the tail-plane would vindicate his beliefs but 
Marjorie tells him her two friends, the 
who were killed that flight, says though the 
had only just occurred him, “Were they people 
Nevil Shute certainly strains credulity his the 
Honey’s household arrangements. Imagination 
the description Elspeth’s clothes, the untidiness 
the house, and the fact that neither father nor 
had the faintest idea the existence 


And thousand pities that such unnatural 


ficial expedient automatic writing should woul 
discover the missing tail-plane. But all the same efort 
good book and interesting one, and undoubtedly 
later will made into first-rate movie. 
Nevil Shute’s apologia should quoted 
“The scrupulous and painstaking investigation 


dents the key all safety the air, and demands 
services men the very highest quality. stor 
underlines this point, will have served 


pose.” 


Angela Cave, 

Manhattanville College 
Sacred Heart, 

New York, 
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Renault, Mary. North Face. 
1948. 280p. $3.00. 


you can drudge through the first three chapters thi 
novel, you may possibly make the 
girl ending page 280. But even then you will 
reaped little outside acute attack ennui from 
ordeal. Too many words and elaboretely detailed 
entities clog the action the pace poor 
movie. For all its jacket eulogies, the book still 
another mediocre effort the pen toward the 
love and lust, this time with English accent. 

Weir View, seaside resort North Devon, has draw 
Hollywood variety incompatibles together for 
day: two spinsters—thirty-ish Miss Searle, 
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aesthetic, and her direct antithesis, Miss Fisher, 
the earthy school; Ellen Shorland, young, un- 
shy introvert; and Neil Langton, personifying 
Man the Mysterious. Reigning over her guests like 

onscientious mother hen the landlady, Mrs. Kearsey. 


seen his wife through unwholesome scandal 
American soldier, Neil has chosen the quiet sea- 
retreat await his divorce. his athletic 
and shock grey hair, unconsciously cuts 
yite swath among the entirely feminine contingent 
inn. However, their fondly nurtured dreams are 
the arrival Ellen simultaneously with 
man who obviously more than acquaintance, one 


Phillips. 


life through his mountain climbing knowledge when 
discovers her precarious spot half-way the 
cliff the beach. Their ensuing friendship and 
inevitable, and about one hundred per cent 
between the moonlight and roses they con- 

ntrate quoting classical poetry and generalizing 
causes war and peace high-sounding 
mean nothing all, really. 


rases 


expedition into town visit the ruins old 
the two are placed compromising position 
when they miss the evening bus home. Tongues are 
when they return the inn the following day. 
has then proposed marriage. Ellen counters with 
the story her sexual repression, which she considers 
immovable obstacle offering any 
The boy whom she had loved had been previously killed 
the war, shot down Messerschmitt over the chan- 
nel, and her muddled thinking she had become respon- 
for his death (don’t ask how) because she 
wouldn’t supply what wanted out wedlock. 
rid herself such inhibitions she had consented 
recent rendezvous with Phillips, but had not gone 
through with the last minute. vague intimation 
incestuous affair with her own brother 
Neil logical explanation for her feelings. 
Thus convinced that she normal, Ellen literally melts 
his arms. 

That, with added overtones suggestiveness, 
fairly mucky going piece best. 


Lois Slade 
Dubuque, 


North 


* 


lindbergh, Charles Flight and Life. 
Aug. 23, 1948. 56p. $1.50. 


The famous airman has personally come long way since 
his solitary and daring flight across the Atlantic 1927. 

that time was but youth whom “science was 
more important than either man God.” Now, his 

maturity, following war which saw that science all but 
destroy the civilization was destined serve, issues 
warning mankind. last has discovered the 

truth that material power undirected spiritual 
must lead inescapable catastrophe. Hence 
would have all redirect our ways thought and action. 
are learn from the sermons Christ, the wisdom 

Laotze, and the teachings Buddha. “Our mission 
understand these truths, separate them from the 
which surrounds them, and apply them our 
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way modern life.” Without this philosophy guided 
the eternal truths God there can lasting peace 
progress 

There questioning the author’s sincerity directing 
our attention fundamental problem our day. That 
has last recognized the basic weakness our society 
and the struggle between the spiritual and material not 
strange. old man himself. And the solution 
has long since been revealed. 

Francis Ullrich 


Manhattan College 
New York City 
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Flynn, John The Roosevelt Myth. 
Aug. 25, 1948. 438p. $3.50. 


John Flynn’s conviction that the process for 
Roosevelt’s political canonization already far ad- 
vanced that imperative for the advocatus diaboli 
enter the court. This role vigorously essays the 
traditional manner. The career F.D.R. placed under 
minute scrutiny and nothing his discredit allowed 
escape. Every mistake made, every personal imper- 
fection carefully cataloged and analyzed. Not even the 
members his family are spared down his grandfather 
who, alleged, was opium smuggler. 


The book styled the author critical account 
that episode American politics known the New 
truly critical—if you mean destructive criti- 
cism. some Roosevelt’s biographers have erred the 
side charity, let this charge never made against John 
extreme. 

The villain The Roosevelt Myth charlatan, de- 
ceiver, egotist, bungler and failure almost every- 
thing tried. What may puzzle the reader how such 
incompetent person could have been elected President 
the United States for four terms. was due not 
any special accomplishments Roosevelt’s part but 
chiefly because “that vast mercurial animal 
‘The People’ indeed unpredictable.” 

Mr. Flynn does not appear have much respect for the 
people because states that “the minds 
the people had gotten off the tracks Nor does 
favor “that school which believes government should 
put more its weight the side the so-called ‘little 
This general attitude benevolence the 
interests the masses, rather than the interests 
business, characterized those groups this country who 
liked call themselves liberals.” 

Obviously the author’s sympathy with 
positive that Herbert Hoover had the answer the de- 
pression all the charts and studies compiled his 
commissions. They could not put into effect because 
the Democratic Congress had vested interest the 
depression. “The great central problem was reactivate 
economic system restoring conditions under which 
savings and hank credit would begin flow once again 
into private investment.” What 1929 stopped savings 
and bank credit from flowing into private investment 
Flynn does not seem know. 

his all-out effort belittle Roosevelt the ‘author occa- 
sionally involves himself some curious contradictions. 
Thus, cite one example among many, there the ac- 


Devin-Adair. 


- 


count the 1944 Vice-Presidential campaign. Sidney 
Hillman, whom Flynn labels revolutionary, was, 
“though not himself Democrat, the most powerful man 
Democratic party.” Hillman wanted Henry Wal- 
lace nominated again for Vice-President. Chicago 
Roosevelt told the politicians “to clear everything with 
Sidney.” Hillman was the most powerful man the 
Democratic party and everything had cleared 
through him, then why wasn’t Wallace renominated? 
Flynn strangely gives answer this question. 


towards Roosevelt. Most people are either violently for 
violently against him. There are some conspicuous 
chinks his armor such the N.R.A., the attempt 
pack the Supreme Court and purge Congress, his many 
snap judgments such endorsing the Morgenthau Plan, 
his seeking fourth term when his health was rapidly 
failing, his secret agreements about post-war treaties. But 
matched against these failures must the magnificent 
leadership offered the country some its darkest 
hours during the depression and during World War II. 
fail see his accomplishments partisan. 

Those who heartily disliked Roosevelt will welcome this 
book. But they should not deceive themselves that they 
are reading history. This impassioned plea 
prosecuting attorney, not the judicious analysis 
unbiased historian. 

Harry Koenig, 
Mundelein, Illinois 

* 
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The Whimsey Report Sex 


Cummings, Parke. 


Isn’t Everything. 
$2.00. 

Parke Cummings lost his job advertising agency 
because “that other report.” interested was 
the much talked findings about the American male 
that hurried back from lunch bury himself the 
book. was told that true advertising man would 
think taking less than three hours for lunch and that 
his services were, therefore, dispensed with. Cummings 
decided then that sex wasn’t everything and that good 
report was indicated everything else about people. 
With his assistants, Professor Tewksbury State Univer- 
sity, and Al, poolroom character, set headquar- 
ters Harrigan’s poolroom, well stocked with the product 
their sponsor, the manufacturer Old Blunderbuss 
whiskey. From time time they ventured forth ques- 
tioning campaigns obtaining information commuters’ 
habits, the practice returning empty bottles stores, 
dogs, money, sports, and giving smoking. Among their 
sidelines were theft and extortion. Their objectionable 
activities forced them retire great desert the 
Southwest for preparation their conclusions, armed 
with one pencil, one sheet paper, ham sandwiches, and 
list names they had been called. The conclusion 
reached was what had maintained all along: “Some 
people they got rocks their heads.” 

Admirers the old Thurber-White Sex Necessary? 
will find The Whimsey Report much lower grade 
humor and one that fails maintain consistent level 
throughout the book. Cummings writes the style 
the Satevepost “Post Scripts”, and indulges many 
the cliches that brand. The Report mildly enter- 
aining commentary the average American’s 
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and will pass the time for you provided you 
buy the book. 
Clinton Maguire, 
Brooklyn, 


Pretorius, Jungle Man. The Autobiography 
Marshal Smuts. With photographs and 
Dutton. Aug. 23, 1948. 256p. $3.75. 


Americans are somewhat prone think the 
turous life passed with the frontier. 
account adventure Africa comes from one who 
lieved that “living dangerously twice blessed—it 
the moment with elation; blesses the after-day 
warm memories”. Only second blessedness can 
reader share but can add the virtue 
the writer. Pretorius’ life hunting was not sterile 
Beyond ridding the environs inhabited African 
dangerous animal killers played major role 
uncovering the hiding-place the German ship 
berg, raider the African coast during World War| 
and leading the British Navy toward “the 
pology, too, owes its debt his records primitive 
though that aspect minor phase this work. 

His exploits hunter form the major portion 
book. Primarily was elephant hunter and record 
557 shot; lions, tigers, and others were encountered 
larly. The influence the films, too, not neglected 
and Pretorius often faced death simply for the sake 
providing the photographer with good shot. 
the account has great value well-written, 
ing, and free from objectionable incidents. 
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